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1715 July 26,1901 

Case, at Yamanashi Ken now thought to be plague. 

Yokohama, Japan, July 5, 1901. 

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that, since my last report of 
June 29, no case of plague has occurred in Japan proper, though the 
epidemic continues actively in Formosa. 

With regard to the isolated case in Yamanashi Ken, just west of 
Tokyo and Yokohama, reported by me June 26 and June 29, I have to 
say that, while it now seems to be thought to have been of a genuine 
nature, the only suggestion as to the source of the infection officially 
made, so far as I know, ascribes this appearance of the disease to bean 
cake from Newchang. This bean cake is the remainder of certain man- 
ufactures, is largely imported to Japan, and is used in many regions of 
the latter country as a fertilizer. The family of the man attacked had 
some time ago purchased and stored upon their limited premises a 
considerable amount of this commodity. No real evidence of the truth 
of this supposition has as yet been presented. 

All buildings of the Imperial University at Tokyo, which could be 
supposed to afford shelter to pest infected rats, covering in all about 
one-third of an acre (see my report of May 30), have been destroyed by 
fire under most thorough precautions to avoid escape of any rodents 
surviving the recent very active campaign against them. Professor 
Ogata, dean of the faculty of the medical department of the Imperial 
University, has resigned his position in connection with this affair of 
rat infection, in accordance with the not always commendable custom 
in Japan that the head of any government office in which matters go 
wrong shall retire. Professor Ogata is a most able and conscientious 
man. and his retirement to private life will be much regretted by the 
profession. Dr. Aoyama, who was employed in the investigation of 
plague in Hongkong in 1894, and who suffered from the disease him- 
self, is mentioned as the probable successor of Professor Ogata. 

Two cases of so-called cholera are reported from points many hundred 
miles apart, viz, from Matsuyama, June 30, and from Tokyo, July 3, 
but the death of neither case has been announced. I have repeatedly 
expressed my opinion as to the single, isolated cases returned to the 
authorities as cholera during the past few years of freedom from epi- 
demic diseases of choleraic nature, and explained the probable origin of 
' these alarming reports, and will now only say that I do not consider 
them to be cholera at all, in the true sense. 

Dysentery is somewhat prevalent at many points in Japan, notably 
in some of the rural districts of this (Kanagawa) ken. Yokohama 
itself is, however, free from this malady. 

Respectfully, Stuart Eldridge, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

The Su±jgeon General, 

TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

MEXICO. 

Report from Progreso — Yellow fever continues in Merida. 

Progreso, Mexico, July 7, 1901. 

Sir: I have the honor to make the following report for the week 
ended July 6 : 

Here there were 5 deaths from all causes ; none from contagious dis- 
eases. Two of the deaths were from malarial fevers. No case of con- 
tagious disease has been reported in the port. 



